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I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check acd D~lmce" sqsterr. to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the propossl you x e  considering, one co:iipmy in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several '3 s d  radio statior.s, the cnble qstai:, and the principal Internet 
access compw-y. There will be <ewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badiy damage true media diversity and competitisn. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
dcmcsracq. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, arc used in z nianner which ensures rhe divkrse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Lass  oi'these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveawcy 2f public iesou:%es and political power !o n fciv large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
:eve:sed. TL and radio news ir. the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than a i y  other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
comrnerc,ials during elections. l 'he  niedia companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media tc biinz us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
wdi-helng of our nation and our future. 

As ar, American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandm the lazt rer=.akiag ccntrds 01: mz5: cccadithiioi;. !nstcad? I Strongly urge you to 
break up the media cocgiomerates, :3 open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 
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